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have no daughters." " In sooth/' said Fulk, " thou hast three evil daughters-
pride and avarice and luxury." With a twinkle in his eye Richard replied:
" I will give my pride to the Templars, my avarice to the Cistercians, and my
luxury to the bishops." His enemies accused him of insincerity, and one dubbed
him Richard Yea and Nay. It was a failing which he shared with other members
of his family. Like so many of his contemporaries he was immoral; but he
also was capable of a fine generosity in his dealings with men ; and he seldom
bore an open enemy a grudge or resented the criticism of a well-wisher. It is
true that his character deteriorated somewhat as a result of his service in
Palestine : in later life he was apt to fly into violent tempers, during which he
was not responsible for his words or actions; and his greed of wealth became
almost maniacal. But to the end he remained a first-rate military organiser,
whose courage was an inspiration to his followers ; and his fame as a leader of
men endured long after his death, and in the homes of Islam was cunningly used
by mothers to exact obedience from their children.

On I3th January 1190 Richard and Philip Augustus met at Gu6 St Remi:
they pledged themselves as brothers-in-arms, swearing to defend each other's
realms as they would their own, and promising to divide their conquests equally ;
and it was agreed that they should make an early start for the East, Early
in July they met again at V6zelay, where they renewed their pledges to each
other, Philip,Augustus thereupon marched to Genoa, Richard to Marseilles;
and in September they once again joined forces in Sicily. The French king
urged an immediate departure for the Holy Land : Richard, on the other hand,
found that there was work for him to do in Sicily. The ruler of the island was
Tancred, an illegitimate son of William II. of Sicily, whose wife was Richard's
sister Joan. William was a miser, and it was said that on his death-bed he
had left his great horde of treasure to his father-in-law, Henry II,, to be used
by him for a crusade* Richard, therefore, claimed the treasure; and when
Tancred refused to hand it over the English king turned his soldiers against
Messina, which they captured, so a contemporary said, " more quickly than a
priest can say his mattins." Tancred made his peace: he promised to pay
Richard 40,000 ounces of gold; and Richard agreed that his nephew Arthur
of Brittany should be betrothed to Tancred's daughter.

But the stay in Sicily proved fatal to the success of the crusade. In the
. first place Richard had offended the Emperor Henry VL The latter claimed
Sicily in the right of his wife: Richard by his treaty with Tancred had virtually
confirmed the usurper in possession of the island. Secondly, Philip Augustus
claimed one-half of the booty which had been taken by Richard's men at the
capture of Messina- The English king admitted the justice of the claim; but
his followers never forgot that the Frenchmen had refused to assist them in
their attack on the place, and the recriminations which passed between the